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New Members & Upgrades

We would like to welcome the 
following new members to 

SOBARS:

John Lally  KK6GGX 
Steve Riddle  KI4VKX 
Danny Lamb   AI6JN 
Paul Thompson  KJ6BYF 
Mike Corum   KD6AEB 
John Avery   KK6VJB
Congratulation to Sarah Honaker, 
kk6dkp, for her recent license up-
grade to Amateur Extra. 

Editor’s Notes

A quick run-down on this quar-
ter’s issue:

The club was saddened by the 
recent passing of long-time 

member Earle “Sherm” Sherman, 
W6QGD.  Fred Curtis, KI6GRO, has 
written a nice memorial to Sherm.
Mark Wallace, KJ6NMJ, one of our 
net control operators, recently con-
ducted the 2 meter net from Santa 
Catalina Island.  His write-up of that 
net is featured in this issue. 
Also in this issue is an article by reg-
ular contributor Dan Romanchik, 
KB6NU, outlining antenna analyzer 
kits that can be “hacked.”
And included are the guidelines and 
forms for submitting nominations 
for the K6SJA Ham of The Year award.

From The President’s Shack
By John Wright, K6CPO

Well, Summer is over, although 
you wouldn’t know it from the 

weather.  It has been predicted that 
we are going to have a very wet win-
ter due to a building El Niño in the 
Pacific Ocean. Are you ready?

Preparedness for flooding caused by 
El Niño rains should be on every-
one’s mind, no matter what part of 
the county you may live in.  News 
reports are saying that over 54,000 
residents of San Diego County 
live in areas that could be subject 

to flooding.  However, even if you 
don’t live in one of these areas, 
there still are things to be aware of.  
First, driving...Have you replaced 
the windshield wipers on your car?  
Being caught in a downpour is not 
the time to realize your wipers are 
shot.  When driving, slow down in 
rain, especially if it hasn’t rained in 
a while.  Rain releases the oil from 
pavement and the first couple of 
hours after a rain are always the 
slipperiest. California law requires 
that if your wipers are operating 

Joe Bennett, W6VMX, makes a point with a visitor to the SOBARS table at the Fry’s 
Operating Day in May 2015.  Looking on is Terry Andrews, K6TRY. The next Operat-
ing Day will take place on November 7, 2015.   John Wright, K6CPO
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then your lights must also be on. Last-
ly, don’t drive into a flooded area, even 
if the water seems only inches deep.  It 
can take as little as a foot of fast-mov-
ing water to wash a car away.

Part of being prepared for an emer-
gency is making sure your radios are 
ready.  Flooding can cause power out-
ages so make sure all your HT batteries 
are fully charged at all times.  Do you 
have a backup power source such as a 
generator or solar power?  Now would 
be the time to look into it if you don’t.  
Here is a good resource for informa-
tion on El Niño preparedness:  http://
readysandiego.org/el-nino/

Ok, enough of the serious stuff.  We 
have some upcoming events.  The 
Kingman Hamfest in Kingman, AZ is 
scheduled for late October.  See the 
flyer at the end of this issue.

The next Fry’s Operating Day will take 
place at Fry’s Electronics, 9825 Stone-
crest Blvd, San Diego, CA 92123 (off 
Aero Dr.) on November 7th, 2015.  This 
is always a fun event and a chance to 
meet the people behind the voices you 
hear on the air.  We’re always looking 
for members to help staff this event.  
If ’ you’d like to participate, contact me 
at president@sobars.org or k6cpo@
cox.net.

Nominations for the K6SJA Ham of the 
Year award are due at the November 
meeting which will be November, 4 
2015.  The nomination guidelines and 
form are on the SOBARS website and are 
also included in this issue. This will be 
the first award in Dick Cupp’s name and 
great grand-daughter, Corrin Condran,  

KJ6YJL, has agreed to make the pre-
sentation at the December meeting. 
Thanks go out to Joe Acevedo, N6SIX, 
for making the suggestion, creating the 
guidelines and chairing the award com-
mittee this year.

The December meeting is also our an-
nual potluck get-together.  Ramon 
Duenas, kj6qqk, has graciously vol-
unteered to handle the event this year, 
so please let him know what you’d like 
to bring to the dinner and how many 
guest will be attending.

I am pleased to see that member par-
ticipation in club events is increasing. 
We now have a rotation of five net con-
trol operators for the weekly 2 meter 
net and other members have stepped 
up to take over our other nets.  Thanks 
to the following net control operators 
for keeping our nets going:

Terry Hohm  ag6wg 
Jim Beckman  n6rsl 
Fred Curtis  Ki6gro 
Sarah Honaker kk6dkp 
Mark Wallace  kj6nmj 
Ramon Duenas  kj6qqk 
Pete Villaver  N3PV

Thanks also go out to Steve Froetscher, 
N3NB and Ramon Duenas, kj6qqk for 
stepping up and taking over the duties 
of Club Emergency Coordinators. SO-
BARS participation in recent emergency 
drills has been a resounding success be-
cause of the efforts of Steve and Ramon.

The rest of the year promises to be busy 
and filled with good times.  I’ll see ev-
eryone at the next meeting.  73! 

http://readysandiego.org/el-nino/ 
http://readysandiego.org/el-nino/ 
mailto:president@sobars.org
mailto:k6cpo@cox.net
mailto:k6cpo@cox.net
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Earle W. “Sherm” Sherman, W6QGD (SK)
A True Gentleman

By Fred Curtis, KI6GRO

Many of you may have seen Sherm’s name on our 
club roster, but probably never had the oppor-

tunity to meet him.  To put it simply, he was a true 
gentlemen.  I first met Sherm in early 2007, when as a 
newly licensed ham, I attended my first SOBARS meet-
ing.  I was a little intimidated to say the least; I was a 
new ham and only knew one SOBARS member.  The only 
person I knew was John Markham, KD6VKW whom I 
had only “met” on the air.  I didn’t even know what he 
looked like.  At that time, our meetings were held at 
the Norman Park Senior Center.  As I walked into the 
meeting room, I was greeted by Sherm, who stood up 
from his chair with the aid of his cane, shook my hand 
and introduced himself.

Some months later, I went to my first antenna party.  The 
antenna party was at Sherm’s house and after we moved 
a couple of antennas and installed a new one, Sherm 
invited me inside to show me his ham station.  Sherm 
was patient when I asked many questions about his sta-
tion, as he went over all of the components of his shack.  
With his new antennas, Sherm dialed up a contact and 

I got to experience the world of DX.  During that visit, 
I learned Sherm was a World War II veteran like my 
father.  I learned of Sherm’s experiences in World War 
II and his government service following the war.  He 
was interested in my father’s experiences in World War 
II as well and I was proud to share what my father had 
done with another veteran.

Eventually, I became the club secretary and began mak-
ing changes to the minutes and other things to improve 
the club and help the other board members.  Sherm 
would call me at home from time to time to commend 
me on my job as Secretary.  He would also ask about 
my family, my involvement with the Boy Scouts and my 
progress as a ham and upgrading to General Class.   He 
was always complimentary and always willing to help.

One of my fondest memories of Sherm is when he in-
vited me and my family to dinner at Fredericka Manor 
where he had moved.  My family wasn’t able to attend 
but I was able to go and had a great time.  I had a couple 
of “adult” beverages at Sherm’s apartment before dinner 

Earle W “Sherm” Sherman, W6QGD (SK) , July 11, 1919-August 4, 2015
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and we talked about his family and mine.  Sherm took 
me to the dining hall at Fredericka Manor and treated 
me to great dinner and more great conversation.

As the years went by and Sherm’s health declined, he no 
longer used his computer or the internet.  He did con-
tinue to check in on the SOBARS Net when he was able.  
I started sending Sherm the club newsletter, Spurious 
Emissions, and the roster via mail.  Along with the roster 
and newsletter, I would always include a short handwrit-
ten note (old school, right?).  I could always count on a 
call from Sherm a few days after mailing him the roster 
and newsletter.   He would always thank me for send-
ing him the newsletter which he thoroughly enjoyed 
and he would always ask what the family was doing.

To those of you who never knew Sherm, he was kind 
soul who was interested in people as well as ham radio.  
He was veteran, a ham enthusiast, always polite and 
above all, a gentleman.  I will miss you.  73 Sherm! 

Conducting a Net From Catalina Island
By Mark Wallace, KJ6NMJ

Lets do the math. If you act as control for your club’s 
2 meter net every 5th week, you average about 10 

Tuesday evenings a year. If your significant other plans 
a vacation the chances of it happening on your Tuesday 
net night is 100%. So, secure a backup for your absence 
(Thanks Sarah for being ready) and have a look at a map. 
Drawing a line between two points on a Google Earth 
map certainly helps acquire a decent antenna bearing. 

Taking a tip from John Wright, I chose a portable 3 el-
ement Yagi antenna made by Arrow. With charged 
batteries and a simple tripod could I get a signal out 
from Santa Catalina Island? Seems far away but is it 
too far?  I enjoy each opportunity to call the SOBARS 2 
meter net. Calling it from home will be fine. 

Google Earth screen capture showing the location of Net 
Control.

Another Google Earth capture showing the location of Net 
Control in relation to the SOBARS Repeater.  Editor’s Note:  The 
distance is 87.2 miles.

The three-element Arrow Yagi antenna set up and ready to go. 
 Mark Wallace, KJ6NMJ

Image showing the height above sea level of the location 
used for net Control. Mark Wallace, KJ6NMJ
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Editor’s Notes on the previous article:
I think there are a couple of important lessons that can 
be learned here, especially for those in emergency com-
munications.  One is location, location , location and the 
other is antenna, antenna, antenna.

I made a recent trip to Catalina Island myself and I tried 
to hit a 440 repeater located on Mt. Otay with my HT  
from my hotel in Avalon.  I was using a Diamond HT 
antenna on it and was able to hit the repeater, but my 
signal wasn’t strong enough to be legible at the other end. 
I just didn’t have enough antenna and I was obstructed 
by the south arm of the island.

By using a better antenna and finding an unobstruct-
ed location to operate from Mark, was able to conduct 
the net and sound better than he does from his home in 
Chula Vista.  

Antenna Analyzers You Can Hack
By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU

I’m a nut for antenna analyzers. I think that they are 
one of the most useful things a ham can own. 

I’ve often wondered why there aren’t more DIY antenna 
analyzer projects, though. Perhaps it’s because designing 
measurement circuits isn’t easy. An antenna analyzer 
has to have a signal source as well. Even so, an anten-
na analyzer doesn’t need a whole lot of accuracy to be 
useful, so you would think that more builders/hackers 
would tackle a project like this.

I do know of one antenna analyzer kit on the market. 
The VK5JST Antenna Analyser Kit (http://www.ahars.
com.au/about/kits/) costs about $110 USD. I actually 
purchased this kit a year or so ago, and it looks like a 
great unit. The unit seems well-designed, and it comes 
with a plastic case, unlike many projects theses days, 
but I haven’t yet gotten around to building it.

I’ve also recently found out about an Arduino-
based antenna analyzer project (http://hackaday.
com/2015/08/06/40-antenna-analyzer-with-arduino-
and-ad9850/). It uses an AD9850 module as the signal 
source. The approximate cost for all the parts is about 
$40, and you can experiment with the code, if you like. 
If you have the time and inclination, this project might 
be worth taking a hack at.  (See photo.)

Another antenna analyzer project from Australia is the 
VK3YY antenna analyzer (or “analyser” as they spell it 
there). It uses an Arduino Nano. The interesting thing 
about the blog post in which VK3YY describes the project 

(https://vk3yy.wordpress.com/2014/09/29/antenna-
analyser-project/) is that you can follow his design and 
experimentation process. 

Yet another analyzer
While I’m talking about antenna analzyers, let me men-
tion another one that I’ve just found out about: the 
IW2NDH Antenna Analyzer (http://www.iw2ndh.com/). 
This antenna analyzer isn’t a kit, but at $175 seems to 
be a good deal. This unit has a frequency coverage of 2 

– 160 MHz, and can be used as an antenna analyzer, sig-
nal generator, and a scalar network analyzer.

Apparently, this started out as an Arduino project. As 
Maximo, EA1DDO, pointed out on the radioartisan 
Yahoo Group, there is source code for this project on 
GitHub (https://gist.github.com/jackdev23/7876502), 
and a schematic is available on the Union de Radioafi-
cionados Espanoles (URE) website (http://www.ure.es/
media/kunena/attachments/2420/Schematic.jpg) .

Arduino-based antenna analyzer project. 
 Dan Romanchik, KB6NU

QRM

“I need some help. I’m having some issues with a whistling 
noise at high speeds with the windows down. Could it be 
something serious?”

http://www.ahars.com.au/about/kits
http://www.ahars.com.au/about/kits
http://hackaday.com/2015/08/06/40-antenna-analyzer-with-arduino-and-ad9850/
http://hackaday.com/2015/08/06/40-antenna-analyzer-with-arduino-and-ad9850/
http://hackaday.com/2015/08/06/40-antenna-analyzer-with-arduino-and-ad9850/
https://vk3yy.wordpress.com/2014/09/29/antenna-analyser-project/
https://vk3yy.wordpress.com/2014/09/29/antenna-analyser-project/
http://www.iw2ndh.com
https://gist.github.com/jackdev23/7876502
http://www.ure.es/media/kunena/attachments/2420/Schematic.jpg
http://www.ure.es/media/kunena/attachments/2420/Schematic.jpg


K6SJA Ham-of-the-Year Nomination Guidelines

Each year the South Bay Amateur Radio Society honors the memory and inspiration of Dick Cupp, K6SJA by 
awarding one member with the K6SJA Ham-of-the-Year Award.  Many club members are good ambassadors 

for amateur radio.  This is our opportunity to recognize and honor one of these unsung heroes.  All it takes is some 
thought and a short letter to the selection committee.

The award is based on the following:
1. Someone in the club whom we think is worthy of the title “Ham Of The Year” and best reflects the spirit 

exemplified by K6SJA.
2. Someone who promotes amateur radio and uses good operating practices. 
3. Someone who does more than asked.
4. Someone who works quietly in the background and is always there when needed.

Procedures:
1. Club members may nominate someone who has already received the award.  Only current members are 

eligible to receive this award.
2. Club members must state the reasons why they are nominating the person.
3. Only one nomination per member will be accepted.
4. Club members must use the nomination form. E-mail nominations will not be accepted.
5. Nominations must be sent or delivered, in a sealed envelope, addressed to the nominating committee chair-

person.  Envelopes shall be opened by the chairperson when the committee meets for a decision.  The cur-
rent award winner will serve as the chairperson, and the last two preceding winners will serve as committee 
members.  If any of the above are unable to serve, the next preceding winner or winners, as far back as neces-
sary to establish full committee, will be used to make the current selection committee.

6. The  committee shall meet in private to make their selection.
7. A copy of these instructions and nominating form shall be included in the Fall issue of Spurious Emissions
8. Selection will be made on quality, not the number of nominations.
9. Deadline for nominating letters is the November meeting. 
10. Ham-Of-The-Year Award is presented at the December meeting

NOTE:  Any nominations not meeting the established guidelines or rules shall not be considered and the nomi-
nation shall be returned to the nominator with the appropriate explanation.



SOUTH BAY AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY
K6SJA MEMORIAL HAM-OF-THE-YEAR AWARD NOMINATION FORM

I_____________________________nominate___________________________to receive the

K6SJA MEMORIAL HAM-OF-THE-YEAR AWARD

for the year__________. My reasons are as follows:

1.___________________________________________________________________

2.___________________________________________________________________

3.___________________________________________________________________

4.___________________________________________________________________

5.___________________________________________________________________

NOTE:  YOU MAY ATTACH AN ADDITIONAL SHEET FOR REASONS AND EXPLANATIONS

This sealed nomination was opened on ________________by the current award

recipient,_____________________and in the presence of the last two preceding award

winners:________________________, and_________________________________.

After careful review of this nomination our decisions are noted as follows;

1. _______________________________Evaluation score (0 thru 10)______________

2._______________________________Evaluation score (0 thru 10)______________

3._______________________________Evaluation score (0 thru 10)______________

Total score:_________

Name plate and plaque ordered on:(date)__________________

Awarded on: (date)_________________.

Nomination filed on (date)___________.

If this nomination is mailed, address it to:

South Bay Amateur Radio Society
Attn: HOY Nominations

P.O.Box 121132
Chula Vista CA 91912



2015 Arizona State Convention 

 
Kingman Hamfest 

Kingman, Arizona 
Oct 23rd & 24th, 2015 
Mohave County Fairgrounds 

2600 Fairgrounds Blvd, Kingman, Arizona 
 

www.kingmanhamfest.com 

Special Guest: Gordon West              
Grand Prize – Yaesu FT-450D  

 
Check the Website for Additional Information 

Vendors & Exhibitors Tailgating/Swap Meet License Testing 
DXCC Card Checking Door Prizes Raffle for Grand Prizes 
On-Site RV Camping $5.00 Admission Bounce house for the kids 

 
 
 

Talk in Frequencies 
Kingman - 440/70cm: K7MPR 448.550 -offset 123 Bullhead - 147.360 + PL 123 

147.24 + PL 123  Spirit Mountain - 146.820   + PL123 
Lake Havasu - 448.600  + PL 123  

 
 

Parking fee - $ 2.00 (this does not go to the club) 

Public is invited to attend! 

More info to be announced soon! 

 

The Kingman Hamfest is an 
American Radio Relay League 
(ARRL) sanctioned event. 

We are proud to have the 
Amateur Radio Council of 
Arizona (ARCA) as a sponsor of 
our event.  

Presented by the Mohave Amateur Radio Club 

Contact: Bill Smith bill1021@gmail.com  928-303-9857 

Kevin Walsh kd7hve@msn.com 928-514-4237 


